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farther to the south. The inhabited settlements were all fortified; the most 
important of them is Loma, where the author reached his most southerly point. 
There the houses, oval or rectangular in shape, were built on foundations con- 
siderably broader than the walls, so that they protruded from under them, form- 
ing a kind of step or bench all around the house. Only half of the area 
covered by the roof was enclosed by the walls; the other half formed an open 
piazza, covered by the roof and supported by four beams or poles. Slavery is 
still practiced there, in spite of the laws of the country. 

At that place Dr. Volz received the first news of impending war, but resolved 
to proceed. Being detained at Loma for about three weeks, he used the enforced 
leisure to compose a comparative vocabulary of the five dialects spoken in the 
neighborhood, and collected information on the dreaded Bele, which affirmed 
earlier reports of their cannibalism. He finally reached Bussamai, the capital of 
the Siama, whence he sent a letter to the commander of the French detachment 
beyond the line, but waited in vain for an answer, and his letter probably never 
left the town. He then desired to go on to the French post, but carriers and 
guides were openly refused by the natives, who seem to have held the white man 
as a kind of fetish. So he was obliged to stay there in semi-captivity, and was 
killed in the attack on Bussamai by the French. M. K. Genthe. 

ASIA 

The Coming China. By Joseph King Goodrich, xx and 298 pp. Ills. , index. 
A. C. McClurg & Co., Chicago. 1911. 7^ x 5. 

A great and ancient land without a name, the largest racial collocation in 
the world without a common language, it is small wonder that China is an ever 
present mystery. Its present time of trouble is bringing its crop of books; they 
have scarcely as yet begun to come from the presses. In such conditions the 
first and the last are sure to prove the more valuable; the first because the 
publishers are still exercising an intelligent choice in the material, the latter 
because they will represent the more mature judgment of the best authorities. 
None will dispute the standing of Prof. Goodrich, for to his service in the 
educational system of Japan he prefaced an experience of life in China which 
began in 1866 at Swatow, where European influence was at the minimum as 
compared with other treaty ports. 

So far as relates to the greater events of history, those items which find 
place in annals and in formal record, Prof. Goodrich is commendably dis- 
cursive. But his account is not on that score to be held superficial. He uses 
each such event, with which we may be assumed to be familiar, only as an 
identifying point and he employs it only so far as may serve fitly to introduce 
his chief objective, the character of the individual Chinaman. It is that which 
must underlie the course of China in its present upheaval ; it is that which 
must assist us to some sort of comprehension of what is being done in the Middle 
Kingdom. 

The Manchu (Tsing) dynasty has gone down in the present disorder. It 
ruled just eight years less than the Ming dynasty, which it succeeded; two 
other dynasties, the brief Mongol (Yuan) and the Sung, take us back to Alfred 
the Great. Mere dynastic change is trivial in the cycles of Cathay, it has hap- 
pened so often. Giles's synoptical table presents thirty-nine such upheavals back 
to the first dynasty contemporary with the father of Noah. It is because this 
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book reverts to the solidity of life in immemorial China that it is found so in- 
teresting and that it has such lasting value. William Churchill. 

An Historical Relation of Ceylon, together with somewhat concerning 
Severall Remarkeable passages of my life that hath hapned since my Deliver- 
ance out of my Captivity. By Robert Knox, xlviii and 460 pp. Ills., auto- 
biography, index, map.* James MacLehose & Sons, Glasgow, 1911. 12s 6d. 
9x6. 

At last we have the definitive edition of Knox, a work to whose publication 
Sir Christopher Wren lent his own great name and the credit of the Royal 
Society, which was translated into many languages, yet which' for long has been 
hard to come by. No matter how much later investigations have disclosed 
Ceylon to our better knowledge, Knox must forever remain the basis and 
foundation, for he was the first European to reveal the ancient Taprobane. 
The present editor has performed his task with such reverent touch as marks the 
work of the great Hakluyt Society. The type chosen fitly suggests the dress of 
the first edition of 1681, the old cuts are reproduced by modern process, the very 
title-page with which Richard Chiswell put the new work on sale at the Rose 
and Crown is offered anew to our sight. To this reprint the editor has annexed 
the autobiography of Robert Knox which was strangely discovered in 1910 
among the treasures of the Bodleian Library. This new material gives us in- 
formation as to the early years of the author before his famous captivity. But 
more important is the sea life of Captain Knox after his captivity had dragged 
through a score of years. Here we find a record of the slave trade. After his 
own slavery he sees no injustice in setting others in bonds. He gives a view of 
the Madagascar coast, of Bencoolen in the swamps of Sumatra, of St. Helena, 
of Barbados, of gale and mutiny and the several haps of the sea, all most inter- 
esting in the record of geography when geography was nine-tenths adventure. 

William Churchill. 

The Land of Uz. By Abdullah Mansur (G. Wyman Bury), xxviii and 354 pp. 
Map, f ills., appendices. Macmillan & Co., Ltd., London. 191 1. $2.75. 9x6. 
Jn introducing this work of a dashing explorer Major General Maitland 
speaks of "Mr. Bury's lively pages." The defect is fatal. When an untrained 
writer essays lively pages, the result is inevitably disastrous. Writing still is 
held the one trade which requires no apprenticeship. It is a pity, for this is a 
most interesting region over which the author has scouted, and frequently fought 
with wild men of a wild desert. His field is a small region at the southwestern 
tip of Arabia, Aden and the hinterland, so far as he could make his way by 
force or in disguise in the paths beset by folk who were always thieves and 
might become marauders. The map which accompanies the text will show the 
principal details of the country, yet it will not be found altogether successful in 
illustrating the text when the author chances to pin himself down to statement 
of routes traversed and villages visited. Authorities are by no means agreed in 
establishing a real Job in Yemen or the Hadramaut. The land of Uz may be 
no more than the scene of a philosophical drama, and that seems to be the light 
in which critical theology now regards it. But however we may feel about the 
manner of treatment, the fact remains that these are wholly untrodden paths. 
Not more than five travelers have ventured into this region at all. Mr. Bury 
has crossed their tracks here and there, but has never paralleled them, therefore 
* Listed under " Historical "on p. 400. t Listed under " Arabia " on p. 399. 



